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Thanks for taking the time to apply. If you have any questions 
about the application, or if we can help you access the 
information below more easily, you can get in touch by email: 
hello@cloudcuckooclub.com

CUCKOO COLLECTIVE

Free Training for Performers in Theatre for Young Audiences

Cloud Cuckoo Land create participatory music theatre for and 
with children growing up across Birmingham’s diverse 
communities. We’re looking for actors, vocalists, musicians and 
actor-musicians who want to learn about our responsive 
storytelling techniques in a supportive atmosphere, developing 
their own unique toolkit of skills for welcoming children into the 
heart of the story. Musicians with no experience in acting and 
actors with no experience as musicians are welcome to apply. 
We’re keen to diversify our pool of collaborators, so people of 
colour, working class and disabled performers are encouraged to 
apply (see the Cuckoo Collective Access Statement). 

COSTS

The training is completely free to attend, but you should be able 
to attend every day (unless your access needs prevent you from 
doing so: see Cuckoo Collective Access Statement for details. 
If this is the case, please provide details).

mailto:hello@cloudcuckooclub.com
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We’re also able to offer 8 bursaries of £270 each, to support 
trainees for whom cost is a barrier to accessing training. See 
‘How To Apply’ below for details of how to access this financial 
support. 

ABOUT CUCKOO COLLECTIVE

This training is led by Artistic Director Katerina Pushkin and 
Musical Director Beth Hopkins, alongside other musicians and 
performers who collaborate with us. It takes place in one of the 
communities we serve, where there’s also a chance to watch our 
recent responsive music theatre production, Ariel On The Cliff. 

The training looks at:
• Collaborative improvisation
• The value of playfulness
• Shaping stories for participatory theatre
• Soundtracking: weaving sound/music into the text
• Character development
• Musical clowning
• Music and movement interaction
• Sensory effects
• Facilitating children’s engagement
• Accessible and inclusive storytelling
• Child-led performance
• Creating space for the child’s voice

https://cloudcuckooclub.com/portfolio-2/ariel-on-the-cliff/
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ABOUT CUCKOO COLLECTIVE continues:

We’ll share Cloud Cuckoo Land’s playful approach, which is 
inspired by a variety of methods and styles including 
Stanislavsky, Laban, Gaulier, Jazz, experimental music and folk. 
There’ll be plenty of chances for you to try out techniques in a 
fun, informal, and non-judgemental setting. 

We’re also keen to learn from you and support your development 
as a performer: so there’ll be opportunities to share your own 
skills, play creatively together, and explore what your distinctive 
creative voice adds to the world of theatre for young audiences. 
You’ll have the chance to share a short participatory piece which 
you’ve developed, and ask for feedback from our directors and 
the Collective as a whole. 

PRACTICALITIES

The training takes place between 10am and 6.30pm on 3rd, 4th, 
5th and 7th January, with exact times varying slightly each day. 
We’ve also allowed time on 6th January when you can develop 
your own participatory piece independently.

The venue is between five and ten minutes’ walk from the centre 
of Northfield in South Birmingham, where you’ll find a 
supermarket and lots of shops and cafes. The venue itself is 
wheelchair accessible with disabled parking spaces (for more 
details see Cuckoo Collective Access Statement, available 
alongside the Call Out on our web site). 
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PRACTICALITIES continues:

The venue has a kitchen with microwave, toaster and kettle. It’s 
got a car park, and buses 18, 61 and 44 stop very nearby (buses 
38, 39, 44, 48, 49, 63, 144 and X20 are also within walking 
distance).

HOW TO APPLY

Please email the following to hello@cloudcuckooclub.com 

by 10pm on Wednesday 11th December, 

with Cuckoo Collective in the subject line:

1. COVER MESSAGE: Up to one side of A4 (typed) or three 
minutes of audio/video (spoken) telling us why you want to 
make theatre for children and what you’ll bring to this 
training.

2. CV: Your CV or Spotlight link or online CV link. This 
should include details of your relevant skills (eg. languages 
spoken, accents, movement skills, vocal styles or range, 
instruments played, previous training).
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3. BURSARY STATEMENT: If you’d like to apply for a 

bursary, please send a separate statement of financial need, 
explaining why cost is a barrier to you, including an estimate 
of your income during this financial year. This statement 
should be no longer than half a page of A4 or 90 seconds of 
audio/video. We won’t share this with anyone outside the 
panel: this information will remain confidential and will not 
affect your application for the training itself. 

4.    AUDIO/VIDEO LINKS: Links to up to three audio or video 
clips showing your skills related to music, theatre, 
participation or young audiences. The maximum total length 
must be no more than twelve minutes: if you want to highlight 
particular sections, feel free to include timecodes. If you only 
have a couple of minutes of audio or video that you’re happy 
with, please don’t worry: just send us that, it won’t 
disadvantage you to have less footage.

5. CONTACT DETAILS: 
• Full Name
• Home address
• Email address
• Mobile or Landline telephone numbers
• Social Media handles: for example, Twitter, Instagram
• Your website, if you have one
• A sentence confirming you’re happy for Cloud Cuckoo Land

       to hold onto your data for 6 months: this is not for marketing 
purposes. Your data will not be passed on to anyone else.
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6.    ACCESS NEEDS: If you have any learning, language or 
other needs, you can also choose to provide information 
about the ways we can support you. Please check our 
Cuckoo Collective Access Statement for more information. 

Have you got any questions? 

You can contact us by emailing 

hello@cloudcuckooclub.com 

or on Twitter, where we are called @cuckoosia

mailto:hello@cloudcuckooclub.com

