
About Cuckoo Collective 

‘Cuckoo Collective’ is a training course for actors, vocalists, 
musicians and actor musicians in Cloud Cuckoo Land’s 
approach to creating participatory music theatre for young 
audiences.


Times and Dates 

The training takes place between 10am and 6.30pm on 3rd, 
4th, 5th and 7th January, with exact times varying slightly 
each day: the last day will be shorter, for example 11am 
until 5pm. We’ve also set aside a little time on 6th January 
when you can work independently on your own piece. If 
you need to reduce the length of time you spend with us 
due to a disability or other health issue (for example, asking 
for a shorter day, a long lunch or a half-day off due to 
fatigue), that’s fine — we’ll be guided by you.


Venue 

The venue is between five and ten minutes’ walk (or a very 
short car journey) from the centre of Northfield in South 
Birmingham, where you’ll find a supermarket and lots of 
shops and cafes. The venue itself is wheelchair accessible 
with disabled parking spaces. It has a kitchen with a 
microwave, toaster and kettle, and an accessible toilet. It 
also has numerous other toilets, so there shouldn’t ever be 
much of a queue. 




It’s got a car park, and buses 18, 61 and 44 stop very 
nearby (around 0.2 miles). Buses 38, 39, 44, 48, 49, 63, 144 
and X20 are also within walking distance (between 0.4 and 
0.9 miles). 


The course may also include a small amount of time spent 
at a maximum of two other venues nearby: we have not yet 
confirmed these venues, so unfortunately we can’t provide 
accessibility information. We’ll try our best to choose 
spaces that are as widely accessible as possible, and we’ll 
offer any support we can with your transport if we need to 
move between venues during one day. If this uncertainty 
concerns you, please feel free to drop us an email on 
hello@cloudcuckooclub.com asking us to let you know 
once the venues are confirmed.


Access Support 

We’re really sorry that we can’t offer any additional access 
support or BSL interpreting. We are providing bursaries of 
£270 for eight participants, which we hope can partly make 
up for this: but we realise that amount of money may not be 
enough to cover the costs of access support for the full 
course. If we have more than one person interested, then 
perhaps the cost could be shared between those people, 
paid for out of their bursary. Please email us to ask more 
about this.

We hope to run more training in the future, and will try again 
to fund better access support.


mailto:hello@cloudcuckooclub.com


Activities 

We’ll be sharing a range of improvisational acting and 
music activities that we use in rehearsal. 


We’ve never explored how accessible the individual 
activities we use are for people with different kinds of 
needs: we’d welcome your help to learn about this. We’ll try 
wherever possible to include everybody in each activity in a 
way that works for them: we encourage every person’s 
individual creativity, so if you need to engage with an 
activity slightly differently, that’s fine by us and won’t stand 
out that much. 


Equally, if you feel you need to sit out for all or part of an 
activity, that’s fine too. However, we know from experience 
that it can be hard to do this in front of a group of people, 
so if you need to, let us know, and we will check in with you 
and help facilitate this. Since this training is about sharing 
our working methods, we’ll probably still share an activity 
that’s not accessible to everyone: but welcome feedback 
on how we could make it more inclusive. 


We’re happy to welcome an assistance dog if you need 
one.




Specific Needs 

We believe the training will be generally accessible to 
wheelchair users and people with limited mobility. 
Please note it our approach does include quite a bit of 
movement — but we’re hardly Frantic Assembly! Our 
movement work is pretty free and creative, and led by 
someone who doesn’t get much other exercise. We won’t 
expect you to do things you’re not comfortable doing.


If you’re d/Deaf and generally need BSL interpreting, you’ll 
need it for this course. Again, we’re really sorry that we 
can’t provide it ourselves. If we have more than one person 
interested, then perhaps the cost could be shared between 
those people, paid for out of their bursary. Please email us 
to ask more about this. The course will include a lot of 
music and singing: this tends to be quite creative and free, 
with movement often woven in with the sound. You can 
engage with the musical side of the workshop in any way 
that works for you, and we’ll try to facilitate making the 
activities as accessible for you as possible. We expect 
participants to have a very wide range of levels of musical 
experience, so participants do not need to be able to hold a 
tune or keep a beat. 




It’s quite difficult to judge how accessible the activities will 
be for blind and partially sighted participants. We don’t 
use much written text or scripts, because there’s a lot of 
improvisation. However, we do often have everybody 
moving around the space quite freely. We’re happy to 
welcome an assistance dog.


We expect the course to be accessible to people with some 
additional learning needs who function independently in 
their working lives (or with an access support worker that 
they can provide). We don’t use much written text or 
scripts, because there’s a lot of improvisation. We’re happy 
for people to take time out when they need to, and if it’s 
helpful we’ll try to create a chill-out or stim space if there’s 
a room available: please let us know well in advance if you 
will require this. There’s a pleasant outside space too, if the 
weather is good enough. Our work often includes a lot of 
music and loud sounds, and lots of people moving around 
in unexpected ways - but there won’t be any lighting or 
projection involved. Please let us know if you have any 
additional needs when you apply, so we can work out how 
best to support you (it won’t count towards the word 
count).


We’re sorry that we don’t have the capacity to make this 
course accessible for people with Profound and Multiple 
Learning Needs.


